EXPLAINING CRIMINAL BEHAVIOUR: SOCIAL FACTORS

It is generally agreed today that some of the major determinants of delinquent behaviour lie in the social environment, in factors such as poverty, lack of education, broken home, and demoralized neighborhoods. Humans are social creatures and the orderly functioning of our world depends in large part on our ability to communicate effectively with other people. In order to communicate we need to be able to convey information about our own needs and intentions, and similarly to understand the messages being sent by other people. 

But many offenders come from impoverished social backgrounds where they fail to develop fully functional social skills. So that brings them to a great social disadvantage, leading a young person to subsequent social problems with peers, social adjustment problems at school and with authority. The delinquents use a more limited range of alternatives to solve interpersonal problems, and tend to rely on the use of verbal and physical aggression as a means of resolving difficulties. Also they show significantly less eye contact and speech. 


The family. Perhaps the most dramatic parental disharmony is when the relationship between the parents comes to an end, producing a broken home. And it is known that delinquency is slightly stronger when the break is caused by divorce or separation than by the death of parent. The size of the family is concerned with delinquent behaviour too. It may be related to poor incomes and resources. Of course, in large families each child receives less parental attention, monitoring, supervision, and control or they just copy the delinquent behaviour of their siblings. 

Another point of family is a style of parenting. Parents who discipline their children successfully are able to define the behaviour to be controlled, to watch for occurrences of that behaviour, and use effective, but not harsh or physically punitive, methods to inhibit the child’s behaviour and bring it under control. The parental style of discipline in delinquent families is marked as lax, erratic, inconsistent, harsh, and overly punitive. There are two species of this style: enmeshed and lax. In the first one there is too much reprimand and disapproval, in the second there is not enough control and concern of the behaviour of a child. 

Peer influence. If a child fails to form a conventional attachment with school, family and conforming peers, she or he may have few friends, be unpopular, and feel a rejection by peers. This is an appropriate condition to look for a social contact elsewhere. That’s why the delinquent peer groups can become as a social organization with its rules, ethics, rich sources of reinforcement for the delinquent behaviour, variety of opportunities and services: status, affiliation and protection. Of course, there are some other reasons that influence to choose a delinquent peer groups: need for money, reaction to a negative event at home, anger, provocations, individual character and so on.

Poverty. Social structure theorists say that a primary cause of criminal behaviour is disadvantaged economic position (low incomes, poor housing), social and financial privileges that people are forced to overcome them. For lower-classes this strategy becomes a value and a goal. Another thing is that social structure can deny some people access to social and financial success and that leads to an anger and frustration. When people are disadvantaged in competing for success, wealth and power they feel like being apart from mainstream society. So the worthlessness starts to dominate and people feel guilt for the position they are. Because of mistrust on their power people take every word and action deep in their heart, interpret them in their own devaluating way, so that is how a criminal behaviour appears.

Conclusion. The development of social skills and social competence is a fundamental part of successful socialization. Also I have mentioned peer influence, family size, that parents play a crucial role in forming child’s behaviour. And the final goal was the society as a whole that forms our view of our status in community.
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